
Welcome to Community Chemistry    Duffee 
 

Make it your prerogative to get the most from the educational opportunities in this class.  If you do, I feel 

that you will not only gain knowledge, but realize the beauty of Chemistry.  

One of the most asked questions, is “How can I be successful in this class?” 

Well, it is quite simple really, it involves 4 things. 

1. Do your own work.  You learn nothing by copying the answers. 

2. Get the work in on time / completed. 

3. STUDY for the (opportunities) assessments.  Review the notes, key terms and the like. 

4. Ask questions. 

  It is essential that you read the materials especially directions and participate by asking questions. 

This chemistry class will be supplemented the text Chemistry in the Community 6th edition, 

copyright 2012, W. H. Freeman and Co.  It is a project of the American Chemical Society.  It is based on 

themes that surround the concepts of chemistry as they relate to the community.  Online resources include.. 

 

http://www.whfreeman.com/ChemCom6e/ 

 

This class has four significant components:  Class lecture time, laboratory, unit opportunities and 

the final opportunity. 

 

Class expectations and consequences... 

I expect that you will follow the 4 P’s... 

1. Be Prompt (in class on time, get work in on time) 

2. Be Prepared (work assigned is done, get ready to take notes, have materials, respond to questions) 

3. Be Polite (be RESPECTFUL, clean up your lab area) 

4. Participate (use class time to do work, do labs with you assigned group, answer questions asked, TAKE 

NOTES) 

Additional expectations… 

 When in lecture please put away your phone and remove your earbuds or headphones.  It is 

generally regarded as disrespectful by the vast majority of society to be attending to them rather than the 

lecture. 

 Consequences of not following the above expectations will result in: 

  • A verbal warning or loss of assignment credit [including lab] 

  • Discussion after class. 

  • Conference after school with parents, principal, and the instructor. 

  • Removal from class and loss of academic credit. 

When a guest instructor is present in the classroom, I will treat any violation of the above expectations 

as severe! 

 

The Laboratory... 

A significant amount of time will be spent at the lab stations working on assigned lab activities.  Therefore 

safety for yourself as well as the instructor is of the utmost importance. The following are the 7 

commandments you must follow in the laboratory. 

  

1. Thou shalt handle all chemicals with the utmost care. Many of the chemicals we will be using in the lab 

will be of a hazardous nature if not handled properly. 

2. Thou shalt report any accidents.  If a spill occurs, after you report it to the instructor (no matter how 

insignificant it may seem), clean the spill and the surrounding area with a wet paper towel, and 

then dry.  If a spill occurs on your clothes or skin, remain calm and wash with plenty of cold 

water.  

3. The chemistry room shalt not contain residues of sugar or other contaminants.  Therefore food and / or 

drink are strictly forbidden! 

4. As a Chemist, Thou shalt wear thine safety goggles when in a laboratory situation. (this is also a 

Minnesota state commandment) 

5. Thou shalt not engage in horseplay.  Anyone in the witness of the instructor who, under thine judgment 

is in gross violation of commandment number 5 will be removed from class and be required to 

make up the lab at the teachers discretion. 

6. When done with the lab activity, clean up the lab area. 

7. Thou shalt follow the safety contract and abide by it, or consequences will be incurred. 

THE GOLDEN RULE IN CHEMISTRY  

http://www.whfreeman.com/ChemCom6e/


  

Attendance... 
It is the students responsibility to be in class. In short, my expectations are as follows... 

 √ You are expected to be in the classroom when the last bell rings.  If you are not, you are tardy or 

unexcused.   

 √ The office will take care of it and track tardies… 

  

Any work missed for any excuse must be made up before or after school at MY discretion.  The student is 

responsible for any information or work missed. Therefore, to make certain you are able to meet your 

responsibility, select a “buddy” from the same class.  Check the weekly update in the light blue book on my 

front desk.  I also have the weeks activities and worksheets available online in Google classroom. Ill update 

it weekly. 

 

zjros0  is the code you will need to access 

 

If you miss work from an excused absence, you will have until the lab equipment is put away to complete 

the assignment (usually 1 or 2 days).  If you choose to not make it up in this specified amount of time, there 

may be no credit given.  Again, know what you have missed!!!  I am aware that there are situations that 

cannot be repeated in an individual setting, therefore there may be alternate experiments that may be 

assigned, or alternate data can be given for some labs. 

 

Opportunities will not be able to be made up after the corrected date. However, there will be alternate 

opportunities available for one week after the corrected date.  

 

Grading... 
Your Grade in this class will be determined from the following... (each) 

Formative = 15% 

Summative = 75% 

Final = 10% 

 

This gives you an idea of how vitally important it is to get all of the work in on time.  Note that no 

incompletes will be given. If it is missed, it is a zero, make it your mission to get it done! 

   

1. Lab Reports... These are included under the summative portion of the grade 

 In order for you to receive maximum credit, your reports should include the following: 

a. Name and hour. 

b. Purpose: One sentence of what we are doing 

c. Procedure: 3-4 sentences of how to do the lab. 

d. Data and observations (What is happening, (not an explanation yet!) qualitative or quantitative. 

REMEMBER UNITS!) 

e. Answers to the questions.  Include sample calculations or formulas for all quantitative answers. 

    f. There will also be points awarded for correctly following the instructions. 

 

2. Opportunities (assessments) 

 Students may not use their notes during these opportunities.  Retakes are not always available for 

students, however turning in all relevant work and having no unexcused absences and two or less tardies to 

class are required.  Also the study guide must be completed on time.  The retakes may be oral in nature and 

can only be done by appointment either before or after school. Effort must be given in order for a retake to 

be permitted. 

 

3. Final 

 You are allowed to use all handwritten notes, worksheets, labs and reference materials for this 

assessment.  Consider it a reward for all the work you did.  Old assessments, the book or your phone are 

not permitted. 

 

Grades... 

   87 - 89.9 %B+ 77 - 79.9 %C+ 67 - 69.9 %D+  

 93+  %A 83 - 86.9 %B 73 - 76.9 %C 63 - 66.9 % D 

 90 - 91.9 %A- 80 - 81.9 %B- 70 - 71.9 %C- 60 - 61.9 % D- 

 

Below 60 % is unacceptable to sufficiently pass this class. 



 

  Your  % = Your total points / maximum possible points x100 

 

Late work will be accepted for reduced credit, but not accepted after they are handed back without teacher 

approval.  Be aware what things are missing and when things are due.  It is your responsibility to get them 

done and in on time. 

 

Voice Mail Number                702-8678                          

 

E mail Address            mduffee@isd622.org             

 

 I am usually here at 7:30, but I will be earlier if prior arrangements are made with me. First and third 

trimester I am not available after school.  I do answer my email at various times throughout the day. 

 

Grades must be checked via the student portal this trimester.  The application to 

access and general information is in the school office and at  

 

https://campus.isd622.org/campus/portal/nsp.jsp?section=key 

 

The link to access the portal is at 

 

https://campus.isd622.org/campus/portal/nsp.jsp 

 

 

 

https://campus.isd622.org/campus/portal/nsp.jsp?section=key
https://campus.isd622.org/campus/portal/nsp.jsp

